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One of the principal missions of RIKEN’s 3rd five-year term is to “Contribute to society through 
research collaboration and network-building within and outside of RIKEN for industrial and medical 
science applications.” The RIKEN Research Cluster for Innovation (RCI) plays a central role in 
promoting activities related to this mission. RCI has three missions: “Promoting interdisciplinary 
research”, “Developing the Baton Zone” and “Creating and using intellectual property”. The RIKEN 
Innovation Center is in charge of the second mission in which RIKEN works together with private 
corporations to develop technology that meets their needs. In the Baton Zone process, RIKEN’s 
technology and knowhow is gradually transferred to the corporation. Here we have three different 
programs–“Integrated Collaborative Research with Industry”, “Collaboration Centers Program” and 
“Sponsored Laboratories”–tailored to the duration required for the research and the share of funding 
provided by the corporate partner. 
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